
 Other forms of art  

 

Staff:  Trying to imagine the staff at 

SCFS as artists may be a stretch 

(especially for the principal).  But, 

there will be a staff area, also, with 

each staff member contributing one 

item that he or she created.   

 

 

When No Child Left Behind was 

made into law in 2002, many 

thought it would solve the prob-

lems that had been facing Ameri-

can schools, specifically how we 

were comparing with other nations 

on standardized testing. 

Not only did NCLB not improve 

education, the result was that, due 

to the emphasis on state testing, 

many programs that were not in 

language arts or mathematics were 

impacted. 

Some schools cut physical educa-

tion.  Others cut art programs.  

Many cut musical programs.  As a 

result, students who needed those 

outlets of self-expression were no 

longer having their needs met. 

Fortunately, the NCLB was re-

placed by the Every Student Suc-

ceeds Act, which is more inclusive 

of student needs (and wants).   

To celebrate the individual talents 

of our students, we will be having 

an Art Fair on January 1st.  The 

Warren Elementary gym will be 

set up as an art gallery, with fami-

lies walking through the showcase 

of student art while, simultane-

ously listening to music. 

All of this is in the planning 

stages, but imagine the following: 

Walking through a maze of tables 

and murals, just to see the wonder-

ful art of the students at SCFS.  

Perhaps you will see examples of 

the following: 

 Water color 

 Use of acrylics 

 Designs 

 Group presentations 

 Drawings 

Finding the Arts......... 

Veterans Day 
As America approaches the holiday season, the 

first holiday of yearly observance to occur is Vet-

erans Day.  This day of recognition, originally 

called Armistice Day, was to show appreciate 

those who had served in World War I.   

Let us honor those who have served in our 

armed forces for this special day of recognition. 
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During the holiday season, no 

matter what one’s faith is, it is 

fascinating to see how others 

may celebrate this time of year.  

Some, of course, don’t cele-

brate this time of year due to 

their beliefs.  But, many do 

celebrate with unique tradi-

tions. 

In Austria, Bad Santa 

(Krampus) roams the streets 

as the antithesis to Santa 

Claus.  In Venezuela, people go 

to Christmas mass on roller 

skates.  Iceland believes in the 

Yule cat, a giant cat that travels 

around during the season.  The 

Ukraine has Christmas decora-

tions that look like spider webs.  

Japanese may celebrate Christ-

mas by eating Kentucky Fried 

Chicken, and in Germany, it is 

common to see a pickle on the 

tree as a decoration. 

This may sound strange to you, 

but they are not strange to 

those who celebrate in that 

manner. 

Perhaps one of the strangest 

customs is in Barcelona, Spain, 

as Principal Brown discovered 

on his trip in November.  In 

Barcelona, they sell “Caganer” 

which portrays a man (always a 

man) squatting, going to the 

bathroom.  This small figure is 

displayed in nativity scenes in 

Barcelona.  Strange? 

But, it does have a reason.  It 

goes back to the 18th century 

when farmers were the key to 

Barcelona’s economy.  They 

realized that fertilizer was good 

for farming, and it, hopefully, 

brought abundant crops. 

This is a reminder that we are 

closed if either Scappoose 

School District or St. Helens 

School District is closed. 

However, we will expect 

students to continue to work 

at home if we have any day 

cancelled, whether it be a 

 

Since we are now in the sea-

son where school can be can-

celled, there will be two ways 

that parents are notified: 

1. Texting by the principal 

2. Email from either the 

principal or the teacher 

conference or community 

day. 

If you haven’t accessed 

Gradelink, please get the 

information from your 

teacher regarding the proc-

ess.  Otherwise, you will not 

receive the texts. 

Did you know? 

Inclement Weather and Contacts 

Parent-Teacher Organization 

ing books for their own.  Last 

year, it was a big success. 

Also, the PTO is searching for 

an opportunity for our middle 

school class to attend an over-

night experience at a nominal 

fee.  This has to be something 

that provides both academics 

and socialization for them.   

We are too small of a school to 

participate in the annual Out-

door Science School that many 

can do, so we would have to be 

included in Scappoose’s group. 

Therefore, the PTO is looking 

at an overnight event at OMSI.  

The cost is minimal and par-

ents would only be responsible 

for a very small amount.  More 

will come on this. 

The South Columbia Family 

School’s Parent-Teacher Or-

ganization has been very busy 

with some ideas for after the 

break.   

In February, there will proba-

bly be another “Bingo for 

Books” which will be used 

both as a fundraiser and as an 

opportunity for our students to 

acquire some gently used read-

South Columbia Family School 

Upcoming PTO 

Events: 

Next meeting on 

January 23. 

 

 

Yes, KFC is regarding by 

some in Japan as the food to 

eat at Christmas 



Students of the month are chosen 

by the individual teachers and 

the administration.  They may be 

chosen for one of the following 

reasons: 

 Academics 

 Behavior 

 Improvement 

 Attitude 

 

The teacher has right to not choose a student for a given month if one is not de-

serving.   

Congratulations to our students of the month: 

Kindergarten  Elliott Melton has a great attitude, and comes weekly ready to learn and 

work. 

Grades 1-2     Hunter Ryan is always up for a new challenge and is a kind helper to others. 

Grades 3-5      Sam Ryan who always does his work at home and goes above and beyond 

what is required. 

Grades 6-8    Devin Wallace is working at or above grade level in all subjects and continues 

to be helpful in class, making others smile. 

Students of the Month 

Did you get a turkey? 

Students were very enthusiastic about being able to bowl with their class-

mates.  Some scored strikes, while others were happy to knock down one pin 

during a frame.  All students seemed to enjoy themselves. 

Thanks to the parents who supervised some groups, to those who provided 

transportation to the event, and to SCFS staff members for organizing and 

supervising the students. 

Special thanks to Vickie Weaver for setting the event up and to Alison Norton 

and Valena Taber in supervising the students for the hour event. 

No, this is not about holiday food or the bird that Benjamin Franklin 

wanted as our national symbol.  It is a term that refers to bowling 

where a person has three strikes in a row. 

On Friday, November 8th, over 40 of South Columbia Family 

School’s students showed their skills in bowling at Oregon Trails 

Lanes in St. Helens.  Since this is an annual event, Oregon Trails 

gives us a wonderful deal to enable our students to bowl together.  

Younger children were able to wear their own tennis shoes while 

the bowling alley provided bowling shoes for the older children. 
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South Columbia Family School 

34555 Berg Rd. 

Warren  OR  97053 

503 366-9009 

Email:  

rbrown@scappoose.k12.or.us 

 

 

South Columbia Family School has been in existence for fifteen years.  Origi-

nally, it was housed at the old Otto Peterson school in Scappoose with a total 

of around thirty-nine students.  At that time, it was a dream to eventually have 

seventy students (we now exceed that number). 

The mission of the school is: 

South Columbia Family School (SCFS) is a public K-8 charter school where stu-

dents, parents, staff, and the community partner to set high academic standards to be 

achieved through home, individual, and group instruction.  
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for independence for the Catalan area of Spain 

(Barcelona is in it), so our itinerary changed.  

We had a nice hotel on the beach, but had to 

be concerned about routes downtown.  

However, we were able to see the many works 

of the artist/architect Gaudi, including the 

famous La Sagrada Familia and Park Guell, 

both created by Gaudi. 

Food, as is most international food, was excel-

lent with wonderful tapas and paellas.  

Lunches were usually not structured, so I ate, 

frequently, as I walked to an-

Many of you know that I recently went to 

Barcelona, Spain, for a few days.  The reason 

for this is that I used to lead groups of stu-

dents to Europe when I was a high school 

teacher.  Later, at the university, I helped EF 

Tours launch a college credit program for 

high school travelers.  Now, I help other 

teachers organize their trips.  As a result, I 

frequently get free trips through EF Tours. 

My trip to Barcelona was short, but memora-

ble.  On arriving, we had to ensure that we 

didn’t come in contact with those protesting 

other area.  The gift shops, as in many tourist 

areas, carry the same merchandise.  I did re-

gret not getting to see the futbol team of Bar-

celona, but I hesitated in purchasing a ticket 

for $240. 

My trip home with not without some issues.  

Due to delayed flights, missed connections, 

and weather issues, I had to spend a night in 

Chicago O’Hare’s airport terminal and spend 

time in Barcelona’s, London Heathrow’s, 

Chicago O’Hare’s, Denver’s, and PDX’s air-

Principal’s Comments 

 

We’re on the web: 

scfamilyschool.net 

Left: 

 

Montserrat  

Monastery, built 

in the 12th cen-

tury 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: 

 

La Sagrada Fa-

milia, a church 

still being built 

after many years 


